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Lamenting the death of the late Dr. Genichi Koidzumi 

Doctor Genichi Koidzumi, former professor of Kyoto University in the 
systematic botany, one of Japan’s eminent taxonomists and geobotanists 
passed away closing the last page of his 70 years activity at his residence 
at Yonezawa City, Yamagata prefecture on December 21, 1953. Dr. Koidzumi 
was born at Yonezawa in 1883 and was admitted in 1905 to be a special 
course student of biology in the Faculty of Science of the Tokyo Imperial 
University, soon after his graduation from the Sapporo Agricultural College. 

Having completed the course in the Tokyo Imperial University he remained 
theie continuing his study in taxonomy under the guidance of then Professor J. 
Matsumura, his mentor. It was in 1916 that he was confered with doctorate 
by presenting “Conspectus Rosacearum Japonicarum ” (1913), as thesis. 

The Kyoto Imperial University named him in 1919 assistant professor and 
subsequently promoted to professor in 1936 and he was in the post until he 
proposed, in 1943, retirement by the age-limit. During these years he visited 
herberia in Europe and America for two years (1925-7) and inspected Japanese 
plants preserved there and the result of his tour was published with his own 
opinion in the “Florae Symbolae Orientali-Asiaticae ” (1930). In 1932 Dr. 
Koidzumi founded Societas Phytogeographica and edited “Acta Phytotaxonomica 
et Geobotanica ” publishing in it several taxonomic and phylogenetic papers 
as well as those on the epiontological evolution of the vegetable kingdom. He 
also left us various works of highbrow kind including “Revisio Aceracearum 
Japonicarum” (1911), “Synopsis Specierum Generis Mori” (1917) etc., 
together with the above mentioned productions. (Kiyotaka Hisauchi) 
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